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P. Roothaan, the famous General of the Jesuits, the matter was again
brought prominently forward, and the cause of Beatification was pro-
ceeded with. Finally, on loth November, 1853, Pius IX solemnly en-
rolled Mary Anna de Paredes among the Beat* of holy Church. As
war and revolution had played their part in retarding this happy con-
summation, so the plots and disorders in Ecuador which went on almost
uninterruptedly from 1830 to 1869 *n ^at unhappy country, appear to
have again prevented steps being taken to ensure the Canonization of the
wonderful Saint of Quito. But this glorious end has at length crowned the
work. The long-dead Maiden of Quito was enrolled among the Saints by
Pius XII on 9th July, 1950, an act which emphasized yet again that sanctity
is immortal and that it shines like a resplendent sun over the vicissitudes of
the world. The holy example and memory of St M. de Parades seem
to have done much in the spiritual way for her country, and Ecuador
still remains the most practically Catholic of the several States of South
America.

[Roman Breviary Summer Section gives a very good sketch of the
Eeata under June 2, supplement.    Tablet^ Nov.-Dec. 1853.]

JUNE 4
CARACCIOLO, ST FRANCIS, CONFESSOR
(i563?-i6o8)
ST FRANCIS CARACCIOLO as a boy was one of those children whom " the
world " sets down as " unnatural." No doubt we ourselves also had we seen
the little Ascanio, by which name he was baptized, eschewing games and
" the things of a child," to make constant visits to the Blessed Sacrament
and give food and other reliefs to the poor, would have thought it all very
" odd," did we not reflect that the " supernatural" does strange things
at times and manifests itself in old and young alike, regardless of what
people may say or even dol Ascanius, or as we must call him by his name
in religion, Francis, Caracciolo, was born at Villa Santa Maria in that
quarter of Italy known as the Abruzzi, the very name of which always
recalls mental pictures of wild and lonely scenery and picturesque groups
of Salvator Rosa-esque brigands! The family of the Saint was noble, being
a junior branch of the ancient house. While still a youth, he was attacked
by one of the several skin complaints collectively described as " leprosy "
in those days, but which in the case of the subject of this memoir was